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Parents' Duty to Teach Prayer to Their Children

Abstract

Devotional or worship-oriented education constitutes part of religious education which aims to
introduce children to their duty to learn how to worship God making them committed towards
fulfilling their duties. Based on narrations, among the various acts of worship, prayer and fasting
are more important than any other acts of worship and they need to be taught to children first and
foremost. What is important in this study is to know who is bound to fulfill this responsibility.
When is he supposed to take action? What is the jurisprudential rule about it? A number of verses
and traditions with relevance to these questions have been cited and explained in a general and
particular way followed by answers to the questions.

The conclusion drawn out after studying the reasons signifies that teaching prayer should start
at age six or seven. This is an obligatory or highly recommended duty of parents. It is even
permissible for parents to punish their children, should they be lethargic or negligent. Man's
sound reason also confirms the same.

Keywords: worship, worship-oriented education, teaching parents, normative conduct, child,
parents, legal rule.
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